
Idioms and Personification 
By: Trish Koster 

Materials: 

 The Giving Tree By: Shel Silverstein 

 Flip Books 

 Personification slips (Nouns and verbs) 

 The Scholastic Ditionary of Idioms by Marvin Terban 

 Exit slip 

Objectives: 

 Students will be able to create two pictures of an idiom that depicts both the literal and figurative 

meaning. 

 Students will be able to produce their own example of personification and create two pictures 

based on both the figurative and literal meaning.  

Anticipatory Set: 

Today, we are going to be talking about two new forms of figures of speech: personification and idioms. 

The first one we are going to talk about is personification. I am not going to tell you what it means yet, 

instead, I am going to read a book first and then I want you to guess what personification might be. I will 

read the story of The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein. This book portrays a wonderful example of 

personification in writing by giving the tree human like qualities. When I am done reading the book, I will 

ask several students to give me their guesses as to what personification might be in writing. I will remind 

them that personification is a figure of speech and a figure of speech is: Saying one thing but meaning 

another, a group of words used to explain or compare a certain quality, or an exaggeration.  

Input: 

Students will need to get out their flip books from yesterday. On the last two flaps, they can write 

“personification” and “idioms”. I will have a new poster cut out for each term with blank spaces for both 

the definition and examples. The definition of personification is: when you make a “thing” or an “idea” do 

something only humans can do (Does NOT apply to animals). Students will need to write this definition on 

the back side of the fourth flap (See example). Then, we will discuss ways that Shel Silverstein uses 

personification in The Giving Tree. I will discuss with them things like how the tree “talked”, how it 

“loved”, how it was “Shaking with joy”, etc. We can use some of these examples on our poster board and 

for their flip books. Then we will discuss idioms. Using the “Idiom” poster board, we will use the following 

definition: Idioms are sayings that have “hidden meanings”.  Using the Scholastic Dictionary of Idioms, we 

will look at several examples of idioms and their origins of how they began. One example I will use is “It’s 

raining cats and dogs”. I don’t really mean that it’s raining cats and dogs, I simply mean that it’s raining 



really hard. We would discuss the idea that the figurative language is that- it’s raining really hard. The 

literal language would be that cats and dogs are literally falling from the sky. Make sure students write 

down the definition and at least one example of idioms in their flip book. 

Guided Practice: 

To help students create examples of personification, I will give them a noun and a verb to begin with. In 

one bucket, I will have several strips of paper with examples of nouns that are objects (not humans or 

animals). Then, in another bucket, I will have strips of paper with verbs written on them that contain 

human qualities. Students will take a strip from the “noun” bucket and then they will take a strip from the 

“verb” bucket. They will come up with a sentence using both strips of paper that gives an example of 

personification. *Generally, they should put the noun first and the verb should come directly after the 

noun and then they can make up more words to complete the sentence. I will use the following as an 

example. My noun is wall/s and my verb is listen/s. My example sentence would be “The walls listen to 

your conversations”. Students will get with a partner (the person sitting next to them), and each group 

will grab two strips of paper, one noun and one verb. They will then work as a team to create their own 

sentence that contains an example of personification using the noun and verb they chose. Students will 

write the sentence down on a piece of scrap paper and then turn to the group next to them and share 

their examples of personification. Once both groups have read their examples, they will trade their noun 

word slips with each other. Each group will then have to come up with a new sentence using their new 

noun and old verb. After the groups have created a new sentence, they will then find a new group and 

share their new examples of personification. Finally, after each group has shared their examples, they will 

trade their verb slips with their new groups. Groups will then come up with one last sentence using their 

old noun and their new verb that shows personification. They now should have three examples of 

personification on their papers. At this point, I will ask groups to share some of their examples of 

personification with the class.  

Independent Practice: 

Students will need to choose their favorite idiom and example of personification. They will then write a 

sentence using their favorite examples on the same flap that the words “Personification” and “Idioms” 

are on. They will then draw a picture using the figurative and literal meaning of an idiom. (See example) 

They will also need to draw a picture of their example of personification and put it in their flip book (see 

example). They will use this as a guide to help them remember what personification and idioms are.  

Closure: 

Students will be given an exit slip that they must complete before they leave. Students will need to list the 

four types of figurative language we have talked about so far and give an example of each type. I do not 

want students to use their flip books at this point; I want to see what they know on their own. 

Assessment: 



I will be using their flip books to see whether or not they could create examples of each type of figure of 

speech. I will also use the flip book to see if they can assess the figurative and literal meanings of idioms 

and personification. I will also be able to use the guided practice activity to assess whether or not they 

can create their own examples of personification. I will be able to guide them in the activity by giving 

them a noun and a verb; however, I will be able to assess individual progress through the examples they 

come up with. Lastly, I will use their exit slip to see what they can recall about all four figures of speech.  

Resources: 

 The Giving Tree By Shel Silverstein 

 The Scholastic Ditionary of Idioms by Marvin Terban 

 

 

  



Exit Slip: 

Name:_______________________________ 

Name the four types of figures of speech we have discussed so far and provide an example for each of 

them. (You may use the back if you need more space) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exit Slip: 

Name:_______________________________ 

Name the four types of figures of speech we have discussed so far and provide an example for each of 

them. (You may use the back if you need more space) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Tree Whisper 

Clock Watch 

Lamp Cry 

Rain Wave 

Dawn Dance 

Storm Sneaked 

Highway Begged 

Earth Fought 

Sailboat Yawned 

Rock Howled 

Sun Choked 

Pond Comforted 

Snow Crept 

Computer Shook 

Night Glared 

Flower Scream 

Sand Feared 

Woods Walked 

Grass Trip 

Chair Laugh 

Light Moan 

Table Wince 

Book Chuckle 

Door Yell 

Street Wept 

Window Smell 

 


